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.STEVEN A. THOMPSON 
Executive Director 

October31, 2011 

Douglas L. Foshee 
El Paso Corporation 
1001 .Louisiana Street 
PO Box 2511 
Houston, TX 77252-2511 

PIA 
O Y<L AHOM ' A 
OEPAITM!Nl OF ENVIRONM!NIAI QUAIIIY 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAl QUALITY 

/ 
/ 

MARY FALLIN 
Governor 

Re: El Paso Corporatio~'s Potential Responsibility for ·Enviromnental Issties at the Former 
Wilcox Ojl Company, Bqstow, Oklah()rmi 

Dear Mr. Foshee: 

The. Oklahoina Department of Enviroiuhental Quality. (DEQ) is investig~ting a former oil 
refmery, which was known as Wilcox Oil Company (CERCLIS # OK0001010917) located in 
Bristow, Oklahoma.. The property is being investigated by DEQ und;er the authority of the 
Comprehensive Environm~tal Respons~, Co:r,npensa.tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as 
amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization· Act of 1986 (SARA), pursuant to a 
Cooperative Agreement (#V-96688701) with the U.S. Enviroruriental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The purpose of these investigations is to collect· sufficient intonnation concerning conditions at 
the site to asses_s the ext~rtt of the, threat the site poses to hillnan health ~d the environment. . 

The DEQ has determined that the si~e was oWt.Ied ~d operated ~ a refinery from approximately 
1.915 to 1963. n~ Wilco~ Oil Comp~y opetilte9 a etude oil refipety at the ~ite from the 1920s 
to early 1960s. · Available. information indicat¢s that the Wilc6x Oil Company merged with 
Tenneco Oil Company in 19~5 arid thai El Paso E;nergy Corp'oration · acquired Tenneco Oil 
Company in 1996. · · · · · · 

The former Wilcox reflpery site occupies .appro~iina.tely 125 acres and is located in the N/2, 
NW/4, Section 29, Township 16 North, Range 9 Easta,nd .in SW/4, SW/4, Section 20, Township 
16 North, Range 9 ~ Indian Meridian, Creek County, Oklahoma. A large volume of visible 
waste is present at the site, especially in the process. area and crude oil tanlc fann. Elevated levels 
of metals and orgaruc ·compounds have been detected in surface soils and sediments. A church 
with a playground and six residences are located on the former refinery. Evidence suggests 
numerous children reside in each res~dence. Many of the homes have private wells on their 
property. . 
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EPA Region 6 is moving toward$ prep~tlon of a Hazard Ranking System (HRS) package for the 
site in order to support proposing the site to the National Priorities List. However, Region 6 has 
allowed DEQ an opportunity to contact the potentially reSJ)onsible parties (PRPs) to discuss options 
.available through the state's voluntary clean-up program, 

The DEQ would like to discuss the possibility of El Paso Corporation entering our Voluntary 
Cleanup or Brownfields Program to address environmental·contamination at the site. Enclosed is 
specific information indicating the location and 9wn~rship of the refinery and the connection to 
El.Paso Corporation. 

Please contact me by December 1, 2011, to schedule a. mee~g to discuss this matter. You may 
reach me at (405) 702-5157 or amy.bri~@deg.~kgov. FUrther informatipn ·concerning PEQ's 
cleanup programs can be fotind on our website http://vvww.de9.stakok.usllpdnew/index.htm. 

Sincerely, 

Oy~ 
Amy Brittain 
Environmental Pro~s Manager 
Site Remediation s·ection 
Land Protection DiVision 

Enclosure 

c. Ray Roberts, DEQ, VCP Section 
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* Site Locaiton 

::::J Site Boundary 

-Sand Creek 
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For.mer Wilcox Oil Refinery, 
Creek County, Bristow, Oklahoma 
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0 MEBGOO wm::ax on COMPMIY , 

o In'O miECO OIL CQCP.Al'IY 

TENliECO on CCJolPANY, a corporation a. aan1zed o.nd existillg 

under and by virtue of the General Cor,p:n-ation I.avs of the State of 

DelAware, DaBS RERBBI CERTIFY: 

FIBST: ~t it is the owner of all tbe i6sued and out-

stand.illg &toclt of Wilcox Oil Compaey, a Del.6~ corporation. 

SBCOJlD: '!'bat, ill accordance with the prov:i.sioos ~ 'l'itle 

8, Section 253 ot ~e Delawre COde, the brei ot Direetars of 

Tenneco Oil O:lmpany1 at a meeting duly c:o.-avened a.%ld :held on September 

7, 1965, a.d.OPted the to~ reao.l.utiODS to ~~~erge Vilco.x OU 

Company into Tenneco Ofi ~ 

"WlmmAS, 'l'ezmecoo 01.1 ~ cnms all the 
ia.suecl and outstai:¥UJlg stoek of Wilcox 01.1. ~, 
a Delava.re eorpora:U.on; .am. . 

Wlll!I!BAS, it 1.s deemed ~irabl.e to merge 
VUCox 01.1. Oalllpal:ly into 'i'enneetl 011 Company: 

RESOIA'ED, that 'l'enneeo 01.1. CcnqlaD.y merge 
illto itseU, and it does ~by merge illto itself', 
'Wtl.cox Oil. ~ and ass'UIIIes a.ll of t!le liabill­
tiee and oblJaat1ons ot said Wilcox Oil Ooalpa.n,y; 
e.nd t'urther o• 
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the 
'l!htUl~t:e or 

. ...a-..;;. Ullt am:· .~ the 
SUIIe 1n tin! state at bel.anl:e P~ to "tttJ.e a, 
Section 253 ot 1ise lli!J..a.llare ecde.; 8lld f'Dt"ther 

BESOL'RD1 tbaj; tbe o~ of th1.s canpany 
beJ .a.Dd ~1!1 hl!reby' are .. e:ut.hOrUed to do all acts 
aDd things 'lilhich 'fllli:T be aeeessary or proper to 
eUect said llll!!rger aiid to tre.ns:rer title or tbe 
properUes ot Wilcox 011 Ooape.ny to 'l'emleco 011 
Company." 

I! WrmESS WHmECF, SAid 'fElUiECO OIL CQfi'ANY b4S eall!Jed 1t8 

corporate seal to be hereunto af.fixed an:l tbi.s Certificate to 'be 

signed by \1. E. scorT, its Pre$1dent, and L. R. SPEXCE, its Secretary, 

w. E. Seott 
President 

L. R. Spenc.e 
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BB IT BliMI!NBBRED tha:t on this 7th dq 0: September, 1965, 

personall.y ecse before 11e, a Jot&ry Public in and. tor the Co'llllty and 

State atoresaJ.d, W. B. soon, Pres14mt at 'l'ERliECO OIL <XJGIAl'fi1 a 

corporation ot the State or DeJ.ava.re, the carz"Ol'ation described in 

and vhieh execut~ the torego:!..n& certUi.c:Lte1 kn<Ml to me persona.l.cy 

to be auc.h, and he, tbe said w. E. soorr, as 15\ll:h E'resident, duly 

executed said Certificate be1'ore me and ackno\ll..edged tbe sa1d Oertiti­

cate to be his act and deed &Dd the act at:d deoed 0: aa1d COlpCiration; 

that tbe sionatures ot the said Preaid.ent aDd of tb.e seereta:ry of 

sa.id corporation to said foregoil:lg Certificate are in the handvri.ting 

of the said Preaid.eDt a1ld Secretary ot said corporation respectively, 

a:od that the seal. affixed to eaid Certificate 1.5 tbe cOJIICOn or 

Di WITNBSS, WHBRECIF 1 I have bereUDto set wy band 8lld seal of 

ot'fice the Clay aiid year aforesaid. 

lfO'.!Wr! PUBLIC 
SEAL 

Q)unty o:t Harris, Texas 

Elizabeth M. ~ 
Ellut>eth M. Forsythe, tary PubUc in 

aDd !or Ba.rri.IS County, Texas 

MY Collaiss1on Exp~s June 1, 1967. 
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J.£lblfJa Qt. ilukts. 9'~ ef ~tf lk 9ku t{ ~ 
bn ~Jrnbgnrtit!Jikdtk~amd~~a~tuedoo~ci:ft?tjf 

~icate of Ownershlp of the "TEm.iECO O!L COMP.Ab.'Y• , merging the 

''Wr.a..CC:{ C.~ COMPANY" , pursuant to Section 253 of the General 

corporat~o~ Law or the State of Del aware, Qs received and filed in 

this oZfica the ninth day of September, A.D. 1965, at 10 o'clock 

A.M.. 

Ju <Vtstbmllt!J ~Df. J~~MJt~~ 
and~l8afat"~fAM tenth ~ 

o/- September lk~e/'()(.14l!flwa 

tnt.ethou.kllnd~~aft;a~;__---s-ixt_y_-_fi._ve_ • 
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Our History 

Following the discovery of oil In the Permian Basin 
In the 1920s, Houston attorney, Paul Kayser, 
determined that El Paso, Texas. provided a 
promising market for more cost-effective natural 
gas. He firmed up supply from several gas wells 
near Jal, New Mexlco, convinced El Paso's 
industrial facilities to convert to natural gas, and 
El Paso Natural Gas Company was born. 

In the three-quarters of a cent ury since rts 

News Investors Contacts 

founding, El Paso has grown from a regional natural gas company to the largest natural 
gas transmission system In North America. 

We invite you to take a few minutes to view an online scrapbook, dedicated to 
each and every employee-past and present-whose contributions made our company 
what it is today. The first four decades of our history are now available. We will continue 
to build upon the scrapbook throughout the year, so check back monthly for updates. And 
if you have a special memory, an amusing anecdote, or were part of a key event in the 
development of Team El Paso, please submit your story to history@elpaso.com. Launch 
our scrapbook. 

Year Su mmary 

1928Paul Kayser Incorporates the pipeline company in Delaware as El Paso Natural Gas 
Company. 

1929EI Paso Natural Gas Company begins construction of its first natural gas pi peline. 

1931 El Paso Natural Gas Company expands westward Into southern Arizona, southern 
New Mexico, and Cananea, Mexico. 

1936The New York Stock Exchange lists El Paso Natural Gas' common stock. 
El Paso begins construction of its natural gas pipeline to California. The project 

1947involves laying more than 700 miles of pipe and building the compressor stations 
nece.ssary to keep the gas moving. 

1955El Paso Natural Gas celebrates the opening of Its downtown El Paso home office 
building. 
El Paso Natural Gas becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of Burlington Northern, 

1983Inc. Burlington Northern subsequently spins off El Paso Natural Gas as part of 
Burlington Resources Inc. In 1988. 

1992EI Paso Natural Gas Is spun off by Burlington Resources and announces an initial 
public offering of its stock. 
The company acquires the energy business of Tenneco Energy, which was founded 
In 1940. The acquisition e'Xtends El Paso's Interstate pipeline system from coast to 

1996coast. El Paso moves its oorporate headquarters to Houston, Texas and changes 
Its name t o El Paso Energy Corporation to reflect the company's expanding role in 
the energy industry. 

1999EJ Paso merges with Sonat Inc., which founded its pipeline operations in 1929 as 
Southern Natural Gas. This merger expands Ei Paso's pipeline operations into the 

J 
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sout:he.ast United States and initiates the company's entrance into the exploration 
arid production business. 
The company changes Its name to E1 Paso Corporation and completes its merger 
with The Coastal ~orporation, '!Yhich was founded In 1955. The merger bring~ 
Colorado Interstate Gas Company and AN R Pipeline Company to the company's 
pipeline operations. TJ:Ie !"fierger also slgnlfjcantly inaea~.s the si~e of the 

2001company's exploration and production business .. El Paso NatUral Gas moves its 
headQuarters to Colorado Springs, Colora~, j oining with Colorado Interstate Gas 
to form El Paso's Westem Pipeline. Group. Tennessee Gas Pipeline and ANR 
Pipeline consolidate .their operations in Houston to form El Paso's Eastern Pipeline 
Group. · · 

2003EI Paso Corporation hires Doug Foshee as· president and chief executive officer. 
E1 PaS()'s-6,000 .employees dedicated themselves to wor1Cing as one team focused 

2004on making El Paso Corporation. a great tumaround ~by meeting challenges 
and seizing opportunities. 
Every employee from the top down is committed to upholding our ·values of 

2005stewardship, Integrity, Safety, Accoyntability, and Excellence in all we do. We are 
building upon our legacy of success by returning to our rQots, and we '~(ill prevail 
over tf)e industry-cha_nging events that have altered the face of the company. 

"------

C ~ El Paso Pfl)eilne Pllrtners. All rights l'e$4!t'Ved. PriVacy Polley. I Legal Notice I Contact Webmaster 
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LAND PROTECTION DIVISION 
CONTROL SHEET 

( ?f/ p /, vro~ Code 2'lZ 0 I rt IO 
Subject: ____.,· {~));......;.__: ~c:)::....::0-1-'f-=---+~-+b_....;..______;_.=t..-'--:t___...._,r=s.,l~----
Type of Letter:----------------

Date Draft Submitted: _{_o..;_J /'--1...:.-.&-/=-2_D---'-/--'-/ ____ _ 

Send Copies to:---------------

Initials Date 

Typist 

Preparer (Add or mark through names listed below as 
appropriate for review of this letter) 

. _.__..;i-=-~~fO,~/; 1/ZCJt/ 

~AB;:::;---.+--.:.1 D~/f1 /2 6 I I 
Letters to be submitted i1;1 draft {not on letterhead) fonn to the following: 

;ohr~/ T I" 
3. Preparer's SupetVisor f?.,:b.. : ~~· 
4. Compliance 

5. Attorney/Legal 

6. Clerical 

7. Signatory 

8." 

Final letter (prepared on letterhead & ready for mailing) to be snbmitted to the following: 

1. Preparer (I have re-read this letter for content & quality) ffb /o /~t/ (JJ t ( 

2. Data Entry (if applicable) 

3. Clerical {;~ 

4. Preparer's Supervisor ~ ~ //:.._ II /J 1/ 

---"at~--...Jr~c l~31 fzn' f 5. Signature 

Letter will be returned to clerical person for copying and mailing. 'ft G.t> ~ ref~e.l "*'f J 
~ n{S to/~\ 

Date letter mailed/Initial: 'ZC>It 
C~fiedMail # __________________ _ 

(This control sheet is to be attached to file copy ofrmalletter and placed in facility file.) 

Revised 4/29/ 03 




